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•Provincial Commissioner, General Ngobeni; 

•Senior Managers; 

•Ladies and gentlemen of the media; 

 

 

Ladies and gentlemen of the media, thank you very much for honouring our invitation 

to this media briefing – where we seek to reflect  and share with you the state of 

safety in the province during the 2014 festive season – both on the road and in our 

communities. 

Colleagues and members of the media, safety, be it on the road or in our 

communities, is a very sensitive issue because it is a matter of life and death. It 

affects all of us in one way or another. 

It is for this reason that we thought it is necessary to inform the public and members 

of the media on how we performed as the province during this period. 

As we all know, KwaZulu-Natal is a tourist destination province, we as the 

Government had put in place measures to secure the province. 

Our festive plan involved the deployment of well over 20 000 security personnel, 

including crime intelligence and tactical response teams, who were backed up by the 

air wing.  

Part of this massive security plan swung into action early in October. We started by 

providing security to those writing matric examinations in the province and will run 

until the re-opening of schools next week.  

Our security plan was broadly informed by the understanding that the province was 

poised to see an influx of thousands of tourists and visitors into the province, and 

high traffic volumes with cash-flushed people descending into our provincial malls.   

 



The plan also noted that hundreds of thousands of migrant workers would be 

returning to their traditional homes with the likely emergence of conflict as they move 

to settle old scores, which could have triggered bloody faction fights.  

Among others, the plan saw the manning of road blocks around the province to 

ensure the safety of the people of the province and the visitors during this busy 

period.  It was characterised by cordon and search operations, seizure of stolen 

property, as well as recovery of illegal firearms and drugs.   

The plan had a plethora of measures to respond to a variety of crimes such as 

murder, attempted murder, cash in transit robberies, ATM bombings, rural safety, 

and crimes that are directed at farmers and stock theft. 

It also included mobilising the community against criminality.  In this regard, 

communication was rolled out to caution people, businesses and stokvels to avoid or 

be careful when withdrawing large amounts of money. 

Ladies and gentlemen, this week we assembled a meeting of top leaders of all the 

law enforcement agencies in the province – who were part of this integrated festive 

season safety plan. 

The objective of the meeting was to review and take stock of how our plan performed 

against the stated objectives. We also looked at and discussed the weaknesses and 

strengths of the plan with the view of improving, moving forward. 

All in all we are satisfied that during this critical period, the province remained 

relatively stable.  

This is thanks, to the gallant partnership between the people of KwaZulu-Natal and 

our security forces who worked flat out to secure the province and its visitors during 

this busy period. 

Equally, and true to our belief that crime cannot be fought and defeated by police 

only, we wish to thank the role played by communities- especially our community 

crime fighting structures. These played a critical role, especially in rural areas, where 

they acted pro-actively in partnership with the police to intervene in detecting crime 

before it even occurred. 

All in all our police officials attended a wide-range of serious crime incidents, ranging 

from rural faction fights, public protests, attacks on Amakhosi, attacks on police, drug 

busts and farm attacks. 

During the month of December 2014, the following trends (based on operational 

police data, were noted: 

 

 



•Contact crime and other serious crime showed an increase 

•Contact related Crime and Property Crimes showed a decrease 

•Crime reported as a result of police action increased- this being a positive indicator 

of police being pro-active. 

 

Crime that showed a decrease during the period under review: 

•Murder 

•Common robbery 

•Burglary residential 

•Fraud 

•Carjacking 

•Robbery aggravated 

•Total sexual police offences 

•Malicious damage to property; and 

•Drug related crime. 

Unfortunately, some crimes indicated an increase during the period under review. 

 

These include: 

•Attempted murder 

•Assault (GBH) 

•Common Assaults 

•Arson  

•Burglary business 

•Theft out of/from motor vehicle 

•Theft of stock 

•Shoplifting 

•Theft other 



•Business robbery 

However, and despite the increase in these kinds of crimes, police performed 

splendidly arresting a total of 6 129 suspects during this period. 

That the police arrested well over 6000 in one month, it really means that we have a 

very sick society and high level of lawlessness. 

We are equally disturbed that in the period under review there was a total of sixteen 

(16) attacks on the police. Unfortunately and regrettably a total of four police 

members were murdered with five sustaining serious injuries. 

•On the 10th December 2014, Lieutenant Goge of Amanzimtoti was fatally shot at his 

house in Isipingo. 

•On the 20th December 2014, Constable AP Dlamini from iNtsikeni was shot and 

killed when they were conducting an operation in one of the local shebeens, a 

suspect was arrested. 

•On the 25th December 2014, Constable Zondi of eMatimatolo was on duty when he 

was shot by the suspect. The suspect has been arrested. 

•On the 3rd January 2015, Constable Sibiya of KwaMsane was on duty and was shot 

and killed while they were pursuing suspects. Two suspects have been arrested. 

We remain concerned at this increasing trend of the murder of police in KwaZulu-

Natal.  Once again, we call on communities and their crime fighting structures to 

work closely with the police to ensure that they enjoy necessary support and 

protection. 

We wish to take this opportunity to, once again, extend our heartfelt condolences to 

the families of these police officials and all those who lost their lives in criminal 

incidents in KwaZulu-Natal during this period. 

Moving forward, we are going to intensifying our “One Million Voices Against Crime 

and Police Killings” – by continue mobilizing all sectors of our communities to rise up 

against this scourge. 

Also of serious concern are disturbing incidents of the attacks and assassination of 

Amakhosi. In the period under review prominent traditional leader were murdered in 

the province. 

While on this note, we wish to express our disappointment at the continued taxi 

conflict in KwaMaphumulo - KwaDukuza and other parts of the province. 

Sadly, during the period under review these incidents continued, resulting in the 

death of taxi operators and, in some instances, their relatives. 



You are aware of the unfortunate incidents in KwaDukuza yesterday, where there 

was a shootout in what is believed to be a taxi related conflict. 

We have been briefed by the Provincial Commissioner of yesterday’s incident. We 

are happy with the arrangements and teams that have been put together to deal with 

this challenge. 

Ladies and gentleman of the media, also of concern is the rise in the number of 

public protests that are associated with the upsurge of violence and destruction of 

public property.  

While we respect the Constitutional right of our communities to gather and to hold 

public protests, we view the latter, as simple the act of criminality. 

Currently, various sections of government in KwaZulu-Natal are engaged in 

discussions to find a lasting solution to the grievances of the affected communities. 

Ladies and gentlemen of the media, the province and, indeed the country as whole, 

will soon be entering the period of heightened political activity as we build up to the 

2016 Local Government Elections. 

As a province, we are putting together a comprehensive plan to engender the spirit 

of political tolerance and peaceful political co-existence. 

However, despite these unfortunate incidents, we are of the view that the security 

situation in KwaZulu-Natal was relatively stable during the festive season.  

 Road Safety 

In anticipation of the massive influx of traffic volumes into the province, we had 

developed an integrated road safety plan. 

In short, our integrated road safety plan, among others, sought to do the following: 

•monitor driver and vehicle fitness 

•drunk driving  

•excessive speeding ; and 

•general infringement of traffic laws 

 

During the period under review we deployed more than 3 380 traffic law enforcement 

and road safety awareness personnel. We conducted 77 planned multi–disciplinary 

road blocks. 

In the process, we stopped and inspected 225 208 vehicles. Out of these, 37 584 

written charges for violation of traffic law were issued. 



Notably, 240 drivers were arrested for drinking and driving and more 3 000 drivers 

for arrested for driving without driver’s licences. 

The province also recorded 250 crashes with 288 fatalities.  

We wish to take this opportunity to extend our condolences to all those who lost their 

loved ones in road accidents during this period. 

Moving forward we are going to canvass and engage with all relevant role-players to 

ensure that punitive measures against those who violate traffic laws are 

strengthened. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I wish to remind all us that while the Government is doing all 

that it could do to reduce the road carnage, the reality is that road safety is our 

collective responsibility.  

However, we commend the good work of integrated team- RTI, SAPS, Metro Police, 

Department of Health, SANDF and others- who worked day and night (24/7), 

conducting operations to ensure that all people were safe on our roads. 

Judging from the figures listed above we have increased the deployment of traffic 

officers and also doubled the number of vehicles that were stopped and inspected. 

In conclusion ladies and gentlemen, at the meeting with law enforcement agencies 

we resolved to meet again in the next few weeks, where we will be finalising our 

reviewed strategies and the implementation of plan to improve the safety of our 

people.  

 

Ends/ 


